
REVIEW WANDERER EXPLORER SPIRIT

OFF-ROAD 
BEAUTY

The Explorer ‘Spirit’ hits all the right spots  
for those wanting to get off-road

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MALCOLM STREET

–  T H E  W A N D E R E R  A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  –
66

–  T H E  W A N D E R E R  A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  –
67



Motorhomers who wish to 
enjoy the off-road lifestyle 
have a problem or two. 
Mostly it’s related to 

money. Certainly a four wheel drive 
chassis is more expensive than a 
two wheel driver, when there is the 
option, but there are also build and 
layout considerations as well.

Although Mercedes Van 4X4 
vans are currently available, 
larger off-road motorhomes 
based on something like MAN 
or Isuzu cab chassis tend to be 
disproportionately expensive 
when compared to road going 
motorhomes.

WHAT’S AFFORDABLE  
AND PRACTICAL?
Consequently the most affordable 
and practical units are those built 
on 4X4 cab chassis units like a 
Toyota Hilux or a Ford Ranger. An 
engineering complication is usually 
keeping within the base vehicle’s 
rated GVM. Another is the body 
build method that is suitable for 
off road use. A layout issue being 
that many designs feature an east 
west bed above the driver’s cab. 
Not something that is popular 
with all users, given that one bed 
occupant has to scramble over the 
other to get in and out, as well as 
negotiating the ladder.

Clontarf (QLD) based Explorer 
Motorhomes has clearly considered 
some of the above issues with its 
earlier Vision range of motorhomes, 
and now with the latest Spirit 
design, has worked on the rest. 
In short the Vision sorted the 
GVM problem by increasing from 
3200kg to 3500kg. It was done 
by suspension modifications that 
includes new rear springs, rear 
shock absorbers, front struts 
and front shock absorbers. The 
bed issue was sorted by fitting 
extendable north-south beds above 
the driver’s cab but what about 
a double bed? Enter the Explorer 
Spirit which can be built on either 
the Hilux or Ranger cab chassis. 

UNDERPINNINGS
My review, Spirit, was  built on a 
Ford Ranger XL 4X4 cab chassis. 
It comes with a 3.2 litre turbo 
147kw/470Nm diesel engine and a 
six speed fully automatic gearbox.  

A smaller 2.2 litre 118kW/385Nm 
turbo diesel is available but in the 
four wheel drive version that only 
comes with a manual gearbox. I 
quite like a manual gearbox, but 
having driven the motorhome 
through some of the Sunshine 
Coast hinterland back roads, 
there’s nothing quite like a few 
extra turbo diesel kilowatts under 
the right foot. 

In Explorer style, the Spirit 
body is fully moulded fibreglass, 
a one piece moulding giving the 
advantages of a good strength to 
weight ratio, as well as a seamless 

body, thus minimising water 
leaks. Windows are Dometic/
Seitz acrylics and the Camec door 
has a separate security screen. 
External bin capacity is quite well 
accommodated with two bins at 
the rear left hand corner and a 
third behind the passenger door. 
However, if the slide-out BBQ 
option is chosen, then that is  
where it goes. To more mundane 
matters, the right hand side gas  
bin comes with two 4.0kg gas 
cylinder and a SOG ventilation 
system is fitted to the rear wall 
toilet cassette. 
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PROS & CONS
WE LIKED
• Double bed design
• Spacious kitchen area
• Comfortable dinette seat
• General storage space
• Upgraded suspension kit

COULD HAVE BEEN BETTER
• Off road motorhomes do come at a price
• Limited cab access

–  T H E  W A N D E R E R  A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  –
68

–  T H E  W A N D E R E R  A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  –
69



REVIEW WANDERER EXPLORER SPIRIT

CONTACT (MANUFACTURER)
Explorer Motorhomes
22 Redcliffe Gardens Dr, Clontarf, QLD 4019
1800 660 035
www.explorermotorhomes.com.au

VEHICLE
Manufacturer Explorer
Model Spirit
Base vehicle Ford Ranger
Tare weight 2850kg
GVM 3500kg
License Car
Passengers 2

ENGINE
Engine 3.2 litre XL
Max power 147kW@3000rpm
Max torque 470Nm@1750-2500rpm
Gearbox 6 speed auto
Brakes ABS Disc

DIMENSIONS
External length 5.95m (19ft4in)
External width 2.18m (7ft 2in)
Travel/External height 3.1m (10ft 2in)
Internal height 1.95m (6ft 5in)
Luton bed size 1.93m x 1.38m (6ft 3in x 4ft 5in)

EXTERNAL
Batteries 2 x 105AH
Solar 3 x 115W
Fresh water 2 x 55 litre
Grey water 1 x 50 litre
Gas 2 x 4.0kg
Awning Aussie Traveller

INTERNAL
Cooking Dometic 3 burner  
Fridge Waeco CRX 140 135 litre
Microwave Yes
Lighting 12V LED
Air-conditioner Dometic roof mounted
Toilet Dometic
Shower Separate cubicle
Washing machine   No
Hot water Truma Combi D6
Cabin heating Truma Combi D6

OPTIONS FITTED
• Slide out BBQ
• External Table
• Bull Bar
• 3 x 115W Solar
• Sirocco Fans
• Diesel cabin heating
• Wheel upgrade 

PRICE AS SHOWN
(including state; can include base  
price/from in addition to price as shown). 
Base price $148,000 including Rego and 
on road costs $159,000

ON OR OFF THE ROAD
Not only do the suspension 
modifications give a better GVM, 
I reckon they also give a better 
handling motorhome. Smaller 
cab chassis 4X4 motorhomes 
sometimes have poor road 
handling characteristics caused 
by the relatively high height of 
the motorhome, compared to the 
chassis but it seemed to me that 
the Spirit tracked along quite  
nicely on both bush tracks and 
freeway driving. The latter might 
seem an odd comment but  
large bodied vehicles are often 
vulnerable to the “bow wave” effect 
of passing trucks. Being only 
2.18m (7ft 2in) wide makes the 
Spirit ideal for narrow tracks but 
a useful feature are the standard 
Clearview external mirrors which 
give great rear view vision but can 
be retracted for the aforementioned 
narrow tracks. Reversing cameras 
are fitted as well making reversing 
around a very safe thing to 
accomplish.

STEPPING INSIDE
Rear door entry gives access to the  
Spirit and that allows for one of 
the unique features of his layout, a 
north-south double bed above the 
driver’s cab. Like the single beds 
in the Vision, the double bed is 
extendable. I have come across one 
or two motorhomes designs with a 
fixed north-south bed but nothing 
quite like this. 

Apart from the bed, you get all the 
usual features of course. Essentials 
like a three quarter bathroom 
across the rear, mid area kitchen 
and a two seat dinette directly 
behind the drivers’ cab. That’s there 
because it has to fit in with the 
extendable bed. 

Although the interior area isn’t 
particularly spacious, a light 
colour scheme and a well sized 
window area creates a very pleasing 
ambience. By night, well placed 
LED light fittings, including semi 
concealed strip fittings, place the 
illumination where it is needed. 
When remote camping, main cabin 

ventilation is handled by a Fiamma 
ceiling vent fan and overhead locker 
mounted Sirocco 12V fans. Being 
hooked up to mains 240V means 
the roof mounted Dometic air 
conditioner can be used. 

CLEANING UP
Getting a bathroom into a smallish 
motorhome is going to require the 
deft hand of design and a bit of 
compromise. The latter isn’t too 
obvious with the Dometic cassette 
toilet fitting into the rear right hand 
corner and the shower cubicle on 
the opposite side. The door frame  
of shower cubicle does cross the 
rear window frame but that does 
mean good ventilation  and leaves 
enough space under the window 
for a wash basin. Filling the wall 
space above the toilet are both a 
shaving cabinet and towel rail. 
It’s a bit tighter than a full width 
bathroom but it achieves that 
happy compromise of not taking 
more space than necessary but still 
being practical.

COOKING
I have to say the general kitchen 
area looks smaller than it really is, 
but that is mostly because it’s a 
split arrangement. On the left hand 
side, the bench area comes fitted 
with a three burner cooktop above 
and below, three large drawers, a 
cutlery drawer and a cupboard. 
This motorhome didn’t have a 
microwave oven but if one is desired 
then you lose a cupboard.

On the opposite side, the round 
stainless steel sink, under bench 
Waeco 135 litre fridge and single 
cupboard all fit neatly into the 
bench area. Matching the opposite 
side, overhead lockers are fitted 
above the windows. Between the 
end of the offside bench and the 
bathroom, a full height cupboard 
area offers wardrobe space above 
and wire basket drawers below. 
Generally speaking overall internal 
storage space is quite good for this 
size motorhome.

DINING
Fitted against the driver’s cab is 
multi-purpose dinette. Two leather 
upholstered seats also double as 
steps up into the bed (the seat 
cushions are easily removed) and 
a Lagun mounted can be swivelled 
around as required. I tried a few 
different angles with the table and 
it can still be used with the cab 
bed extended - it uses the air space 
above the table. TV positioning 
is something of a trick in small 
motorhomes but this one works 
quite well - it’s mounted on the 
bathroom wall and can be seen 
easily from either seat and also 
from the bed.

SLEEPING
Bed extensions are often quite 
fiddly but this one isn’t. Unclipping 
the single hook, pulling the bed 
out and giving the bed a quick 
remake is all that is required. It’s 
even a decent size, measuring 1.9m 
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x 1.38m (6ft 3in x 4ft 6in). Apart 
from being in the luton area, the 
bed looks fairly conventional with 
windows on either side, along  
with cupboards and drawers.  
Best of all, apart from the lower 
ceiling height, it’s quite easy 
to clamber in and out of. Can’t 
understand why this idea hasn’t 
been tried before. 

POWERING UP
Electrically speaking, the Spirit 
is quite well appointed with two 
100AH deep cycle batteries, three 
120W solar panels, the two way 
Waeco 12V compressor fridge and 
a full appointment of LED light 
fittings. It’s all controlled from 
the switch panel located in the 
overhead located adjacent to the 
entry door. Mains power points  
are well located and there is also 
a good selection of 12V/5V USB 
charger outlets. 

THE BOTTOM LINE
The pros and cons are interesting 
on this particular motorhome. 
In some eyes, it has a very small 
interior and a low ceiling height 
in the bedroom area. However, for 
someone who likes their outback 
adventures then the smaller 
motorhome is a real winner and  
the bed design is considerably 
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better than some other 
arrangements I have come across 
in similar sized motorhomes. 
Likewise, with the interior 
layout - sure it’s not particularly 
spacious but there’s room for 
everything in a practical layout 
and it works well. 

Above: It’s not always practical to fit an external 
BBQ on a small motorhome but it’s an option on 
the Spirit and one worth considering. Apart from 
enjoying the outdoor lifestyle, it’s also a great way 
to minimize cooking smells. 
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