
 Toyota Hilux 4X4-based 
motorhome

 Upgraded suspension
 Built for two people

In brief...

Tested
Explorer Vision

Hop aboard the new RV owned  
by Australian TV adventure pioneers 

Mal and Laraine Leyland.

A nEw vision
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Tested
Explorer Vision

M
any readers would recall the exploits of 
the Leyland Brothers, Mike and Mal, in 
their TV show Ask the Leyland Brothers, 
which ran during the late 1970s 

and early ’80s. In many ways, the TV show 
pioneered the style of documentary that focused 
on outback Australia. It’s a form that remains 
common today.

You might be surprised to learn that Mal and 
his wife, Laraine, are still keen adventurers. 
In fact, they’ve just set off again, this time in 
an Explorer Vision motorhome, their latest 
recreational vehicle, and I managed to get my 
hands on the Leyland motorhome before it 
disappeared into the wild.

BUILDInG On HILUX
Explorer is a Queensland-based motorhome 
manufacturer that specialises in using either a 
Toyota Hilux or a Ford Ranger 4X4 cab chassis 
as the base vehicle, and fully-moulded fibreglass 
for the ‘house’. Building an offroad motorhome 
is a considerable challenge – much more difficult 
than building an offroad caravan – and, often, 
more expensive.

Using a vehicle such as the Hilux solves a few 
problems, though – they are readily available, 
there are plenty of dealers around, and their 
width makes them ideal for narrow bush tracks.

It’s not all plain sailing, of course. There 
are a few weight issues and placing a tall 
motorhome on a narrow chassis creates some 
handling problems. However, fitting an upgraded 
suspension kit, which Explorer does, is a step in 
the right direction.

STREAMLInED DESIGn
The Vision is built with a moulded fibreglass 
body which, like a boat, is designed to provide 
good body strength, a streamlined design and a 
seamless structure to minimise water leaks. 

In keeping with the times, it comes with Seitz 
double-glazed hopper windows and a Camec 
door, complete with separate security screen. 
An additional feature is an external Fiamma 
rotating lock, which is quite simple to use and 
provides extra security. Naturally, there is an 
awning and hinged picnic table for al fresco 
activities.

Many small cab chassis conversions don’t 
come with any external storage bins, except for 
storing items such as the gas cylinders and toilet 
cassette. However, the Vision comes with those 
plus another two bins at the nearside rear. The 
lower one is large enough for a generator, and 
the upper bin is perfect for smaller items.

Although this light truck cab chassis layout 
is only 5.8m (18ft) long, what Explorer has 

achieved inside is really interesting. Despite 
being a relatively small interior, the light hues 
make the rig feel more spacious than it actually 
is. That applies at night, too, with plenty of LED 
fittings in mostly the right places.

The Vision comes with a three-quarter-width 
rear bathroom, nearside kitchen bench, and 
offside dinette. And as it’s a cab chassis, there’s 
a Luton peak bed, too. The cabinetry is the time-
honoured timber variety.

BED AnD BATHROOM
The standard Vision layout incorporates two 
single beds in a north-south arrangement above 
the driver’s cab. They fit in the Luton during the 
day but can be extended out for night time use. 
Getting into any Luton bed can be awkward, but 

“If you, like the Leylands, are keen 
on a spot of Aussie exploration in 

an offroad motorhome, the 
Explorer Vision fits the bill”
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I liked...
 Well-proportioned layout

 Streamlined appearance

 Clearview mirrors and  
reversing cameras

 Centrally located electric panel

 TV and fan locations

I would have liked
 A single-bed layout. I know it’s 

customer choice but, for me, single 
beds come with a number of practical 

advantages

 A 12V/5V charger socket in a usable 
location

Measuring up

WORDS AND PICS 
MALCOLM STREET
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In their OME form, vehicles such 
as the Hilux and Ford Ranger have 
a limiting carrying capacity when 
doubling as the base of a motorhome. 
A distinct disadvantage. For instance, 
this Explorer Vision has a Tare weight 
of 2700kg and the Hilux has a GVM of 
just 2835kg. That offers very little load 
availability.

Explorer has done something to fix 
this particular problem. Every Toyota 
Hilux and Ford Ranger is upgraded 
with a complete suspension kit from 

Lovell Springs. This includes new rear 
springs, rear shock absorbers, front 
struts and front shock absorbers. It’s 
all ADR-approved, increasing the GVM 
to 3300kg – a much more acceptable 
figure. 

A bonus: the upgraded suspension 
improves the vehicle’s handling, in 
particular side-to-side sway, which 
is often a characteristic of using the 
small 4X4 cab chassis as a base 
vehicle for a motorhome conversion.

Up-rated Hilux
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Clockwise from above: Familiar Hilux 
cab; external Fiamma lock for added 
security; more external storage than 
a regular cab chassis conversion; op-
tional Clearview tow mirrors; the Hilux 
runs a 3L turbodiesel engine.



Explorer Vision

Weight and measures
External length 5.8m (18ft)

External width 2.18m (7ft 2in)
Internal height 1.95m (6ft 5in)
Travel height 3.1m (10ft 2in)

Tare 2700kg
GVM 3300kg

Engine
Base vehicle Toyota Hilux D4D SR

Engine 3L turbodiesel
Gearbox Five-speed auto

Max power 125kW@3600rpm
Max torque 343Nm@1400rpm

External
Brakes ABS disc

Fresh water 110L
Grey water 55L

Batteries 2x110Ah deep-cycle
Solar 3x100W

Air-conditioner Dometic roof-mounted
Gas 2x4.5kg 

Internal
Cooking Dometic three-burner

Fridge Waeco 130L 12V compressor
Microwave Panasonic
Toilet Dometic cassette

Shower Separate cubicle
Lighting 12V LED

Hot water Truma 14L gas-electric

Options fitted
Solar panels; second house battery; ECB 

deluxe alloy bull bar; GME UHF radio; 
heavy-duty aerial; Sirocco 12V fan in 

bedroom; alloy wheels; Pirelli ATR tyres; 
external fold-down table; Clearview 
external mirrors; dual view reversing 
camera; towbar/wiring; innerspring 

queen-size mattress; and Honda 2kVA 
generator.    

Price as shown
$144,500 (drive-away, Qld)

Supplied by
Explorer Motorhomes, Clontarf, Qld, 

1800 660 035, 
www.explorermotorhomes.com.au

The site for all RV specs, 
tests and video features.

Presented by

Tested
Explorer Vision

the Vision has a hinged step between the beds 
that flips over into the driver’s cab space. 
One of the drawers beneath the dinette doubles 
as a step, too. 

The Leylands, however, have opted for a more 
common east-west double bed above the cab, 
retaining the drawer system to make getting 
in and out easier. This does, of course, mean 
the bed can be left made up during the day. 
Large windows are fitted either side of the bed, 
and there are two reading lights fitted to the 
nearside. A welcome option is the 12V Sirocco 
fan, fitted to the offside overhead lockers. 

Locating a good viewing point for a flatscreen 
TV is always a bit of an issue but the nearside 
wall of the Luton works quite well in terms of 

watching telly from both the bed and the  
dinette.

The Vision’s dinette will accommodate two 
people around the table without difficulty. 
Overhead lockers and under-seat compartments, 
including the aforementioned step drawer, 
supply most of the storage needs. Part of the 
under-seat space is occupied by the gas bin, 
hot water service and house batteries, though. 
Between the dinette and rear bathroom is a full-
height wardrobe that comes with upper hanging 
space and lower wire basket drawers.

Clockwise from left: A well-planned kitchen, all things con-
sidered; dinette features a step up to the bed; all switches 
and electricals are located above the kitchen bench.

Above right: The rear bathroom is small but there’s enough 
room for a separate shower. Right: Dometic air-conditioner.

QUEEN BED

TOILETROBE

FRIDGE
SHOWER

VANITYTABLE

DINETTE
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1. Value for money 
2. Driveability 
3. Setting up and hitching up 
4. Suitability for intended touring 
5. Layout 
6. Quality of finish 
7. Build quality 
8. Creature comforts 
9. Innovation 
10. X-Factor 

Ratings

drawer and the microwave. 
The large window and vent above the cooktop 

supply airflow, and three overhead lockers 
create extra storage. Well, it’s more like two 
overhead lockers because the third is very 
usefully employed as a central location for the 
12V switching, mains switches, solar panel 
regulator, water tank gauges and 12V socket.

The rear three-quarter bathroom is a good 
size and doesn’t intrude into the overall layout. 
The bathroom is not too tight, with enough 
space for separate shower cubicle. An interesting 
result of the design is the rear-wall window, 
which has the shower cubicle door frame across 
the middle of it. It looks a little odd but it does 
mean the bathroom is well ventilated and 
certainly negates the claustrophobic feeling that 
some bathrooms have.

Fitted into the rear offside corner are a 
Dometic cassette toilet, which has to be used 
swivelled sideways, and a washbasin and 
shaving cabinet, with towel rails below fitted to 
the offside wall. Outside the bathroom is a large 
cupboard between the shower cubicle and the 
entry door.

DRIVInG VISIOn
I had the opportunity to try out the Vision on 
both the highway and a few bush tracks. I have 
to say, it handled quite well, even when being 

Above: Wire-basket pantry behind the 
dinette. Top: The Leylands specified an 
east-west bed instead of the Vision’s 
twin north-south single beds.

Tested
Explorer Vision

A point to note: towards the rear of the dinette 
is a warning to keep the window closed when the 
Truma water heater (directly beneath) is being 
operated on gas.

DECEnT KITCHEn
The moderate kitchen is very good for a 
motorhome of this size, and it has most of the 
necessary features. A three-burner cooktop and 
a round stainless steel sink, both with smoked 
glass lids, are fitted into the bench. That leaves 
space under the bench for a 130L Waeco fridge, 
a microwave, two drawers, and a cupboard with 
two wire-basket drawers.

One thing the Vision doesn’t have is a grill  
or oven. These are available as options but that  
will change the location of both the cutlery 
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Above: Mal and Laraine have hit the road in their Vision (Pic: Mal Leyland).

hammered by the bow wave of passing trucks.
I’m not usually a big fan of small cab chassis 

motorhomes, mostly because of their handling 
characteristics. But the upgraded suspension 
seems to have made an improvement here. On 
the power front, there’s nothing wrong with the 
3L turbodiesel, nor the five-speed auto gearbox, 
which moves through the gears seamlessly.

One of the options fitted to the Vision are 
external Clearview mirrors. I reckon they 
should be standard items. I’ve seen too many 
Hilux-sized motorhomes fitted with the original 
mirrors and they do not extend out far enough. 
The Clearviews are a great safety feature 
and can be pushed back in if their width is a 
problem on narrow tracks.

THE BOTTOM LInE
I reckon if you, like the Leylands, are keen 
on a spot of Aussie exploration in an offroad 
motorhome, the Explorer Vision fits the bill. 
Sure, it’s not an overly large rig but in many 
ways that’s more of an advantage than a 
disadvantage.

The motorhome is self-contained, with items 
such as optional solar panels and a second 
battery. In short, it’s fully fitted out and ready to 
hit the bush. 

Tested
Explorer Vision

John Guest Aus sales@johnguest.com.au Ph (02) 97379088

John Guest NZ  info@johnguest.co.nz Ph (09) 8281353
EST. 1961
AS BRITISH AS THE DAY IT WAS BORN

 New Push-fit Hot Water

Tempering Valve 
 for Caravan and RV Plumbing

Reduce the risk of scolding by installing 
a John Guest Tempering Valve

• Easy to install or retrofit
• Preset to AU standard 50ºC
• Low maintenance
• AS/NZ 4020 Certified

The Push-fit People

Technology
www.johnguest.com
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